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Families contact the district regularly asking which device is best for our voluntary and 
encouraged Engage 1:1 initiative. Overall, we don’t think any one type of digital device is 
right for every student. In order to shed some light on what is currently working for our 
program, I’d like to take you on a short walk through our high school and middle school and 
discuss the devices being used. 
 

 

 
The High School Learning Commons 

 

 

Entering through the front door of either building in the morning, you’ll see some students 

using technology while others are catching up with friends before class. The most common 

tool used by students is a laptop. The vast majority of these have a screen size of 11” or 

greater, a full sized keyboard, and run the Windows, Mac, or Chrome operating system  We 

see a variety of Macs, Windows devices, and Chromebooks from various manufacturers in 

both buildings, with a higher number of Chromebooks found in the middle school.  
 



 
Middle School Classroom 

 

Windows laptops come in many shapes, sizes, and price ranges. East Grand Rapids Public 

School students have brought any and all variations with them to school. From compact to 

wide-screen, it seems that all makes and models are represented in our schools. The 

common thread is that all of these PC laptops run Windows 7, Windows 8, or Windows 10. 

With the popularity of Windows, almost all programs and plugins are available for this 

platform. The downside to this popularity is that most viruses and malware are targeted at 

Windows. We recommend using Microsoft Security Essentials and keeping it updated to 

help keep these machines running trouble free.  
 

 

                                   

               

Middle School Students in English Language Arts               

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/security-essentials-download


Mac laptops are also being used by our students. Currently Mac laptops come in three 
formats; MacBook, MacBook Air and MacBook Pro. The MacBook has a 12” screen and is 
the lightest offering at just over 2 pounds. The MacBook Air comes with with either an 11” or 
13” screen size and a weight as low as 2.4 pounds. MacBooks run the Mac OS X operating 
system which has a reputation of being trouble-free over months and years of use. While 
not seen as frequently at our high school, some students carry a MacBook Pro which 
comes with a screen size of 13” or 15” and a higher weight starting at 3.5 pounds.   
 
 

While seen less frequently than full laptops, iPads are still used by a handful of students. In 
speaking to them, many iPad users have missed having a regular keyboard for typing. Add 
on keyboards are available, including some that integrate into a convenient case. Without a 
keyboard it is not as convenient to type a paper on these devices. Another difference to 
note, iPads are not able to run the full version of Adobe Acrobat needed to read some of our 
district’s online textbooks. We have spoken to both Adobe and the book publishers and 
have not found an easy solution to this issue. iPads will work in our Engage 1:1 setting, but 
with Adobe Acrobat and Flash issues they have been an imperfect fit in our current online 
school environment. 

 

 

 
High School Art Class 

 

 

We have also started to see an increasing number of Chromebooks in the hands of our 
students. These laptops run the Linux operating system instead of MacOS or Windows, and 
they use the Google Chrome browser to run all their applications. They are simple in design 
with no mechanical hard drive, boot in less than 10 seconds and log users straight into their 
Google accounts. Their beauty is in the simplicity that they only run a web browser, 
although this could also be a limitation if you have other applications that you would like to 
install that don’t run in a browser. Chromebooks work well for our program if you want a thin 
and light laptop for working online.   



 

I would also like to address the question of smartphones and why they are not 
recommended for our Engage initiative. While it is true that iPhones, Droids, and other 
cellular devices can run most if not all of the applications used in our schools, their smaller 
screen size limits their usefulness. While adequate for simply reading text and taking notes, 
websites with any detail are difficult to see. Users spend a large amount of time zooming 
and scrolling to zero in on one detail, only to have to unzoom and drag over to the next 
thing they want to look at. Smartphones work great for quick research and messaging, but 
we believe they fall short as a productivity tool for school. 
 
In closing, you may want to keep the following list in mind when deciding on an appropriate 
digital device for your student:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


